MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF APRIL 20, 1999

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schmidt, Leech, Norris, Hubbell                                                   Audience: 13

Absent:  Parker

1) The pledge to the flag was given and Supervisor Schmidt convened the meeting at 7:34 p.m.

2) MINUTES of the March 16, March 22, March 27, March 29 and April 8, 1999 meetings were approved as written and filed for audit.

3) EXPENDITURES for the Township, Fire Department and EMS were approved.

4) REPORTS were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator.  T. Sommerfeldt and T. Scally gave a verbal report on the road improvements and County Road Commission meeting.

5) PUBLIC COMMENTS OTHER THAN AGENDA ITEMS: Ditlow inquired regarding disposition of items at rear of township property.

6) ANNOUNCEMENTS: Volunteers are still needed for township commissions and committees.

7) PATTERSON LOT COBINATION AGREEMENT postponed to next meeting.

8) ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (NAPLES REZONING): Discussion included Norris stating she preferred rezoning of the R-2 to Agriculture instead of Commercial as more appropriate for the nursery.  Planning Commission Chairman Russell explained the Planning Commission had discussed rezoning to Agriculture but Pine Hill Nursery has commercial activities and import some of their products sold which is not permitted in the Agriculture zone.  A resolution was made by Schmidt and seconded to accept the recommendations of the Township Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission and rezone property number 05 14 131 006 00 from R-2 to Commercial.  Discussion.  Roll call vote: aye – Hubbell, Leech, Schmidt; nay – Norris.  The resolution passed 3 – 1 with 1 absent. 

9) ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (MISC. CHANGES): Postponed to the next meeting.

10) EDENSHORES PUBLIC ACCESS SITE #11 COURT ACTION: Discussion.  It was the consensus of the board to instruct the attorney to prepare a defense for the case.

11) GENERAL FUND BUDGET AMENDMENT was postponed due absence of the treasurer.

12) EMS EMPLOYMENT POLICY DRAFT was discussed with no action.

13) TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING DATE RESOLUTION: A resolution was made by Schmidt and seconded to accept the third Tuesday of each month as the meeting date for the Township Board during the 1999-2000 fiscal year except the November 1999 meeting with be held on November 8 instead of the 16th and the January 2000 meeting will be held on January 10 instead of January 18.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Hubbell, Norris, Leech; nay – none; absent – Parker.  The resolution passed 4-1.

14) BOARD CONCERNS: A special meeting of the board will be held on Tuesday, May 4, 1999 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the grounds keeper job description and the hiring of a grounds keeper for the parks and cemetery and any other business that may come before the board.  It was agreed that Schmidt should send letters to the job applicants with a copy of the draft job description.  Hubbell expressed concerns with road commission activity at Hjelte Rd. on the west side of US 31.  Schmidt will try to set up a meeting with F. Hunt at the site.  Norris asked if Township would like to become involved in lawsuit between property owners on Torch Pointe Lane.  Since the dispute is over a private road, Hubbell, Leech and Schmidt agreed there was no need for township involvement.  Leech suggested the board consider subscribing with a server for Internet access.  Schmidt will research.

15) PUBLIC CONCERNS: none.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular meeting of the Township Board.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

