MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF OCTOBER  19, 1999

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Norris, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Hubbell                            Audience: 19

Absent:  None

1. Call to order at 7:30p.m. by Supervisor Schmidt and the pledge to the flag given.

2. Minutes of Sept. 21 and 27, 1999 regular and special meetings approved and filed for audit.

3. Expenditures approved for Township, Fire Dept., EMS, Payroll and Road funds as submitted.

4. Reports accepted from the EMS Director, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.   No report from the Fire Chief.

5. Public Comments: E. Knoechel commented on lack of support from Central Lake Twp. of Torch Lake Twp. EMS and the support given by Torch Lake Twp. to District Library and Waste Recycling Center located in Central Lake Twp.   J. Berst  requested Resolution of Appreciation from the board for retiring DEQ manager, Jean Powers, who has been instrumental in grants obtained for the Day Park and Torch Bay Nature Preserve.  He also requested and received approval to proceed with installation of a weatherproof sign display for the Torch Bay Nature Preserve.

6. Announcements: (A) The regular monthly meeting of the Township Board for November will be held on Monday, the 8th, instead of the third Tuesday.  (B) Thanks to UTLA for $1000 donation to Torch Bay Nature Preserve. (C) Volunteers are still needed for Twp. commissions and committees.

7. Land Division Application requested by the Comp Group concerning Lot 19 and Parcel A of A-Ga-Ming.  Discussion.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the Land Division Application effective upon numbers 4 and 4A being completed in compliance with the regulations of the Land Division Act.

8. Day Park Building Remodeling Bids: 2 responses were received from 26 requests for bids sent out to area builders.  Eastport Custom Homes bid was $45,685.  J. Merchant Builders bid was $48,687.  Discussion.  No action.

9. ZBA Pay Raise Requests: Discussion – board will consider for next fiscal year.

10. Zoning Amendment: Request for rezoning village parcel to manufacturing was discussed.  Applicant’s representative requested action be tabled until applicant can be present.

11. Road Improvement Payment to County Road Commission: It was agreed to make payment on the balance due on the West Torch Lake Drive improvements.

12. Planning Commission Appointments: Motion by Leech and seconded to approve the reappointment of Myrta Keelan to another Planning Commission three year term to expire 10/2002.  Roll call vote; aye – Norris, Hubbell, Leech, Parker, Schmidt; nay – none.  Motion by Leech and seconded to approve the appointment of Thomas Stillings to a Planning Commission three-year term to expire 10/2002.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Parker, Leech, Hubbell; nay – Norris.  Passed 4-1.

13. Potrafke Zoning Violation: Discussion.   Board concurred with attorney recommendation.  

14. Pew Circuit Court Case: The board approved the attorney’s request to submit a dismissal to end court action as defendant has complied with requirements.

15. Municipal Civil Infraction System: Discussion.   No action.
16. Twp. Board Concerns: Surveyor to stake corners at West Torch Lake Dr. public access and Persons to be asked to take leaning tree down at the same access.  Motion made by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously to authorize Michigan Underwriters of Michigan to change the payroll code to #7904 on the township insurance policies for the reasons stated in their memo of 10/15/99.   Referring to 1999-2000 Pay Schedule, motion made by Leech, seconded, and passed unanimously, to change the sentence pertaining to PC Chairman to read “A commission member chairing a meeting, other than the elected chairperson, will be compensated by an additional $25 per meeting and the elected chair person will be compensated at $25 less, effective Oct. 1, 1999.  

17. Concerns of the Public: W. Laakko made inquiry on court case regarding Eden Shores access.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:08p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.      Submitted by Doris Leech, Township Clerk

