MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF DECEMBER 19, 2000

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, 7:30 P.M.
Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings

Audience: 10

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:37 p.m.

2. Minutes of the November 21, 2000 meeting were approved and filed for audit.

3. Expenditures for all of the township funds were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were received from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.

5. Public Comments: None.

6. Announcements: Volunteers are needed for future boards and commission vacancies.  The supervisor has sent the comments of the board on the County Wetlands Ordinance to the County Planning Commission.  County Commissioners tabled action at their meeting.  Correspondence: none.

7. Planning Commission Appointment: Postponed to next month.  Opening will be advertised.

8. Zoning Amendment: Discussion regarding (1) page 111 definition of structure creates conflict in the ordinance, (2) page 34, Sec. 6. 2.A. 5. discussion regarding application to silos, (3) page 6, Sec. 2.16.B 2 discussion including application to balconies and outside access.  A supplemental document expected from the Planning Consultant not received.  No action.

9. Proposed Transfer of Road Endings from the Antrim County Road Commission: Discussion, no action.

10. Central Lake Recycling Program: The Central Lake Township Board was requested in early summer to initiate a contract for the pro-ration of expenses for the Waste Recycling Center but none has been received.  It is the consensus of the board that further payment of Central Lake Waste Recycling Center expenses be suspended until a contract is in place.

11. Auditor Selection: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously to contract with Tobin and Co. to conduct the township’s audit for the 1999-2000 fiscal year as outlined in their letter of November 30, 2000.

12. T. Stillings accepted appointment as Township Board Representative to the Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay.
13. Motion by Leech and seconded to approve the resolution to adopt the Federal Poverty Income Standard for the 2000 Year Property Tax Assessments.  Roll call vote: Aye-Parker, Schmidt, Schultz, Stillings, Leech; Nay-none.  Passed 5-0.

14. Moved by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously to reappoint S. Dawson, W. Laakko and M. Klooster to another 2 year term on the Board of Review.

15. EMS Director’s Memo of 10/30/2000: The board approved the EMS use of a collection agency if deemed advisable after internal collection efforts have failed.

16. Township Office Internet Access use discussed.  Charter Communications has quoted $4.95 a month with unlimited access.

17. Township Board Concerns: 1)  The January meeting of the board is changed to Thursday, January 25 due to conflict with the Michigan Townships Association Educational Conference.  2) Discussion of the Dec. 19 letter received by FAX prior to the board meeting from Olson, Noonan & Bzdok regarding the Creswell Road End access.  Schmidt and township attorney will meet with them.  3) Motion by Parker, seconded and approved unanimously to authorize payments in advance of monthly board meetings for recurring utility bills, payroll, contractual agreements and payments to take advantage of discounts and that any other advance payments will require the approval of the supervisor.  4)  Schultz inquired regarding EMS day crew pay checks due 
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Dec. 25.   5)  Stillings commended Knoechel on improvement in the cable service.  6)  Parker inquired whether document had been received from Front Line Services regarding the fire truck refurbishing.  Schmidt proposed that he and S. Dawson go down and discuss the situation in person.  Any board member, who wishes to, may go with them.   7) Motion by Parker requesting the Board go into closed session to discuss possible land purchase.  Motion seconded and approved by roll call vote: Aye-Parker, Schultz, Stillings, Leech, Schmidt; Nay-none.  The board went into closed session at 9:10 p.m. and returned to open session at 9:20 p.m.

18. Public Comments: None.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

19. Township Clerk

