MINUTES OF MAY 21, 2002 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings                     Audience 15

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:40p.m.

2.  Minutes of April 16, 2002 regular board meeting and May 10, 2002 special board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

3. Expenditures for the township were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Deputy Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, and Zoning Administrator.  A report was not received from Antrim County E911 Central Dispatch.

5. Public Comments:  M. Waller, VP of Brownwood, spoke on proceedings at the last Planning Commission meeting and zoning violations within the township.  L. Tomlinson commented on Zoning Administrator handling of Air Park site plan and signage.

6. Announcements/Correspondence:  Mike Watson was welcomed as the new EMS Director and John Berst was welcomed as the new Day Park & TBNP Parks Custodian.  The tree clearing being done by Great Lakes Energy in the coming months was noted.

7. Road Improvement Funding for Michigan, Manitou & Ojibway Trails was discussed.  It is the consensus of the board that the $76,000 estimated cost will be paid with the $30,000 allocated in the General Fund for roads and the balance from the $83,000 Road Millage Fund.

8. EMS Compensation/Scheduling: It was moved by Stillings, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the EMS employee pay as outlined in S. Velding’s memo of 4/27/2002 retroactive to April 1, 2002.  It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed 4-1 to exempt the elimination of run premiums from retroaction to April 1, 2002.  Discussion of EMS scheduling was postponed to give the new director an opportunity to review and make recommendations.

9. New Fire Tanker Body:  It was moved by Schultz, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the recommendation of the Fire Chief and accept the bid from Circle K Services for a 2000 gallon Wet Side Poly Tanker at a cost of $73,553.

10. ZBA Alternate Appointment: It was moved by Parker, seconded, and defeated 3-2 to table the appointment.  It was moved by Leech, seconded and passed 3-2 to accept the recommendation of the ZBA Chairman and Supervisor and appoint Nancy Ellison as alternate on the Zoning Board of Appeals to complete the term of former alternate Pat Keelan.

11. MSU Camp Program Sponsor: It was moved by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to authorize the supervisor to sign the contract to provide support based on the rate of $18 per child residing in the township who participates in the program.

12. Intergovernmental Agreement Regarding the Farmland Preservation Fund: Approved signing by supervisor with wordage change as recommended by township attorney.

13. Great Lakes Energy Electric Franchise Agreement: Tabled.

14. Property Tax Administration Fee Resolution: Tabled.
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15. TBNP Project Coordinator Job Description: Postponed pending comments from the TBNP Authority.

16. Township Board Concerns: Schultz referred to Leech memo of May 13, 2002 regarding auditor’s recommendations on EMS billing procedures.  Steps have been taken to have payments sent to the Treasurer.  The EMS Director will be reviewing procedures and proposes to have a draft for the next board meeting.  Leech requested in the future the board be given a list of candidates for ZBA openings in addition to the recommendation of the Chairman and Supervisor.  

17. Public Comments: Hein inquired of status on the Potrafky zoning violation.  Knoechel proposes to prepare a new grant application requesting assistance from GT Band of Ottawa and Chippewa tribe in funding of Public Safety Building construction costs.  Tomlinson inquired if Board representative to Planning Commission gives feedback to board on Planning Commission meetings.

There being no further business and no objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:30p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.]

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

