MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17,2002 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Parker, Leech, Schmidt, Stillings



Audience 12

Absent:  Schultz

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: Leys suggested the cars used by the Fire Dept. for training be removed from the rear of the Township Hall to accommodate snow plowing.  N. Bretz asked for recommendations regarding houseboat fishermen anchoring in front of his property.  Lidster questioned the salary of the EMS Director, employee personal time rollover, ambulance maintenance and performance of the EMS hiring committee.   Sheriff Deputy J. Wyncoop reviewed the E911 report. 

3. Minutes of November 11 regular meeting, November 17 and December 3 special board meetings were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted.
5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator and E911 Central Dispatch.

6. Announcements/correspondence: The boat ramp attendant has resigned and the township is looking for a replacement.  Merry Christmas & a safe and happy New Year to the Township residents on behalf of the Township board.  No correspondence.

7. T. Welch letter of 10/29/02 request for Creswell Rd. End improvement: In discussion, it was noted that neither Soil Erosion or DEQ feels there is erosion at this site that requires action and that a wall could cause erosion.  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to not act as requested in Welch’s letter of Oct. 29 and that the situation be monitored on an annual basis and if there is a need in the future, it be taken care of it at that time.   Defeated 3-1.  Motion by Leech and seconded that no action be taken at this time and that it be monitored annually.  Defeated 2-2.  Motion by Stillings and seconded that the supervisor notify Welch in writing that the board has chosen to take no action at this time, that it is the intent to monitor the situation in the future.  Defeated 2-2.

8. Local road condition survey and future road improvement: The survey amended 12/10/02 was discussed.  It was agreed a priority list will be made using those streets, with the exception of Barnes Road West and Traverse Bay Road, that are on the chart for “Type gravel”, sorted by a, b, and c.  The road commission will be asked to provide estimate of costs for improvements.

9. Procedures for Road Commission to relinquish jurisdiction of county road ends to Township: Discussion, no action at this time.

10. Board of Review Appointments/Reappointments: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 4-0 to reappoint S. Dawson to another two year term to expire December 2004.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 4-0 to appoint D. Gaskell to a two year term to expire December 2004.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 4-0 to reappoint M. Klooster to another two year term to expire December 2004. 

11. Critical Dunes Act Special Exception Request MDEQ File #01-05-0006-C, Kaiser: The board agreed to waive the right of review and Schmidt will advise DEQ by letter.

12. Poverty Exemption Standard: Resolution by Schmidt, seconded, and passed 4-0 to accept the Federal Poverty Income Standard for the 2003 assessment year.

13. Township Board Concerns:  None

14. Public Comments:  None

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

