
MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 10, 2003, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT
Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings                           Audience: 22

Absent:  None

1.   The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30p.m.

2.   PUBLIC COMMENT: Copies of agenda materials distributed to the board were requested to be available to the audience.

3.   MINUTES of the Oct. 21, 2003 were approved  with a change by motion by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to identify the committee referred to in #9 as the Fire Department Facilities Advisory Committee.  The minutes are filed for audit.

4.   EXPENDITURES for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5.   REPORTS were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, and AC E911 Central Dispatch.  The Planning Commission meeting will be on the 11th so there was no report.  Deputy Kevin Hoch was present and elaborated on the AC E911 report and had gunlocks available for anyone who needed one.

6.   ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Schmidt announced he would be going hunting for a week as of  the 12th.  CORRESPONDENCE; None.

7.   THIRD STREET ROAD END: L. Johnston and his attorney Jos. Quant spoke regarding tree removal.  They suggested  removing the tree farthest to the north, which is in the road right-of-way, instead of the one at the water, which is in the road end, as being more effective in improving the view for those living to the west, and also questioned the water source for plantings.  There was discussion.    Motion by Schmidt, seconded and defeated 5-0, to put into action the Proposed Third Street Road End Plan dated 10/15/2003.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 4-1, that we request the Antrim County Road Commission to relinquish jurisdiction of the Third Street Road end to Torch Lake Township.

8.   JURISDICTION ON CERTAIN ROAD ENDS: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 4-1, that we request the Antrim County Road Commission to relinquish jurisdiction over the road ends  on Kruger Rd., Barnes Rd., Creswell Rd., Public Dock Rd., and Traverse Bay Rd. to Torch Lake Township.

9.   STATUS UPDATE ON LOT 13 MDEQ PERMIT APPLICATION: Stillings advised the application was delivered to MDEQ Oct. 24 and will be sent to the Gaylord office following the 30 day period for comments from concerned persons.

10.  TORCH BAY NATURE PRESERVE REPORT - S. WOLFE: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0, to accept the recommendations of the Torch Bay Nature Preserve Authority as outlined  in their Oct. 10 meeting minutes

11.  UPDATE ON NEW FIRE STATION BUILDING PROJECT: The Fire Department Facilities Advisory Committee  recommendation of needs and wants dated November 5, 2003 was discussed.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and defeated 3-2 to attempt to hire Cornwall Callahan for the design state prior to entering into a contract.  Leech to send letter to those persons previously interviewed requesting a design concept based on the needs and wants  provided by the committee with a proposed budget of $650,000.

12.  REAPPOINTMENT: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote, to reappoint Lee Colvin as the Planning Commission representative for a term to expire October 2006.

13.  APPOINTMENT: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote, to appoint Richard Rosenkranz to the Planning Commission for a term to expire October 2006.

14.  GREAT LAKES ENERGY GAS FRANCHISE: Motion by  Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote, to approve by Resolution # 03-09 the Great Lakes Energy Gas Franchise as provided by fax transmittal dated 10/29/2003.
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15.  HOMESTEAD AUDIT PROGRAM - 50/50 AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY TREASURER: Motion  by Stillings, seconded and passed unanimously, to accept the offer of agreement with the Antrim County Treasurer for the 50/50 distribution of the additional interest collected as outlined in her letter of October 17, 2003.

16.  BOARD CONCERNS: Schmidt to be gone Wed. thru Tue. Schultz will be sending winter tax bills soon.  PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting. 

Doris Leech

Township Clerk


