TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 16, 2003, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings              Audience: 12

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: A. Martel spoke on wanting to be a director on the Great Lakes Energy board, the desire for underground power lines, cautioned on farmland preservation, and Planning Commission need to follow thru on Zoning Board of Appeals interpretations.  D. Leys commended the appearance of Brownwood and TSR properties.  L. Tomlinson spoke on court ruling regarding property rentals.

3. Minutes of the November 10 board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, AC E911 Central Dispatch, and PC Representative Stillings.

6. Announcements: Schmidt extended holiday greetings to all.  Schultz announced dog licenses are available.  Correspondence: none.

7. MDEQ PERMIT FOR LOT 13: update by Stillings and Parker.

8. New Fire Station project: update by Schmidt.

9. EMS Day Crew Health Insurance Plan: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to accept the Community Blue PPO Plan 1 as outlined on the Proposal 1 Rate Sheet.

10. Verizon’s Metro Act Permit: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the Right-Of-Way Telecommunications Permit.

11. Poverty Exemption Standards: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to adopt the Federal Poverty Income Standard for the 2004 Year Property Tax Assessments.

12. Township Board Concerns: Parker received ok on draft letter for newsletter. Schmidt discussed Planning Commission responsibilities regarding ZBA interpretations.  Schultz brought up supplemental insurance for EMS day crew.

13. Public Comments: none.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

