MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 17, 2004, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings              Audience: 6

Absent: none

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30p.m. 

2. Public comments were received from: E. Knoechel stating high speed internet service might be available sooner if interested residents contacted Joe Boullion, Charter Cable, at 231 941 3767 ext. 103 and that in case of emergency residents should go to channel 99 instead of channel 14; V. Mouch on short-term weekly rentals in R-1 Zone; Sheriff Deputy Jeff Wynkoop who reviewed the E911 Central Dispatch report.

3. Minutes of the Jan. 20, Jan. 22, and Feb. 3, 2004 board meetings were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, AC E911 Central Dispatch and Planning Commission Representative Stillings.

6. Announcements: The MTA County Chapter meeting will be at Warner Twp., February 24 at 7:30 p.m.  Scott Everett of the Farmland and Open Space Advisory Committee will be guest speaker. The Fire District Budget Hearing will be held March 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the Township Hall.  The General Fund and Ambulance District budget hearings followed by the annual meeting will be held March 27 starting at 9:00 a.m. in the Township Hall.  Correspondence: none.

7. Lot 13 MDEQ permit update. Stillings and Parker will follow up with the AC Road Commission.

8. New fire station building project update by Schmidt.

9. Summer tax collection update by Schmidt.  Elk Rapids Schools will collect and Central Lake Schools are undecided.

10. Auditor approval:  Motion by Schmidt, seconded, and passed 5-0 to contract with Tobin & Co. to perform the 2003-2004 fiscal year audit.

11. Township Board salary resolutions for 2004-2005 fiscal year: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to establish the salary of Supervisor at $14,000 and the salary for assessing at $21,600 for a total of $35,600.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to establish the salary of clerk at $14,400.  Motion by Schultz, seconded, and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to establish the salary of treasurer at $13,750, the salary for summer school tax collection for Elk Rapids and the Central Lake Schools State education 
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tax at $4,500 for a total of $18,250 plus an additional salary of $500 if Central lake Schools elect to have a summer school tax collection.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to establish the salary of trustee at the current level of $2500.

12. High Speed Internet access offer from Chain O’Lakes Internet (COLI) was reviewed.  There are additional points to be clarified before board action.

13. Township board concerns: MDNR permits soliciting township comments which are given to the zoning administrator for review and referral to board if deemed necessary, will also be copied to board members.  Stillings will follow up on cemetery and township zoning signs.  Newsletter will be forthcoming.  Leech will prepare commendation resolution for board approval.  Public comments: none.

The board adjourned at 9:05p.m.  These minutes are subject to board approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

