MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 15, 2005, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Schmidt, Leech, Martel 



Audience: 18

Absent:  Parker

1. Call to Order was at 7:30 p.m. following the pledge to the flag.

2. Public Comments (other than agenda items): None.

3. Minutes: December 21, 2004 meeting minutes approved with addition to end of #8; “Alan Martel suggested that for lack of info and data the FDFAC (Fire Dept. Facilities Advisory Committee) not consider the addition of township offices at their next meeting.”  January 18, 2005 meeting minutes approved and both sets filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved with the addition of a loan payment from the Fire Fund to Alden State Bank due Feb. 24 in the amount of $16,650.74.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS, Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, and E911 Central Dispatch.  Norton Bretz presented a verbal report, supported by a written report, on the possibility of future bike trails within the township.

6. Announcements: Volunteers are needed for future vacancies on Township Boards and commissions.  EMS & Fire Dept. personnel are always needed.  Employment applications may be obtained by contacting the Township office or by printing it off our website (www.torchlaketownship.org). 

7. Zoning Administrator’s Position on Weekly Rentals in R-1 & R-2:  Discussion of Briggs letter of Jan. 20 stating his position is that weekly rentals in R-1 and R-2 zones is legal.  Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 4-0 with 1 absent, that the Board request the ZBA for an interpretation as to whether the Township Zoning Ordinance permits weekly rentals in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 zones.

8. 3rd Street Public Access: J. Quant, attorney for the Johnston’s, requested several questions be addressed including specification as to what trees and vegetation are to be removed and concerns regarding the berm.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Quant requested the board table action to give him time to clarify the issues the Johnston’s have, to discuss with neighbors, and present to the board at next month’s meeting.  The board concurred, requesting the information be received no later than March 2.

9. Proposed Public Safety Building: The latest recommendations and plans were reviewed by Schmidt, followed by discussion and comments from Tony Essen of DEM.  Essen will redo the plans and the Fire Chief, EMS Director, Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer will then meet to review them.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to go into closed session to discuss the feasibility of acquiring additional land, either by 
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easement or purchase.  The board went into closed session at 10:30 p.m. and returned to open session at 10:55p.m.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and    

      passed 4-0 with 1 absent, to authorize Parker and Schmidt to investigate acquiring                                              

      property adjoining the US 31 site either by easement or purchase.

10. Poverty Exemption Standards for 2005 Assessment Year Resolution: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to approve Resolution #05-01 to adopt the Federal Poverty Income Standard for the 2005 assessment year. 

11. Township Board Salary Resolutions:  The trustees declined to offer a salary resolution for the 2005-2006 fiscal year.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to approve Resolution #05-02 resolving the salary for the office of supervisor to be $14,300 and the salary for assessing to be $22,100 for a total of $36,400 for the fiscal year of 2005-2006.   Motion by Leech, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to approve Resolution #05-03 resolving the salary for the office of clerk to be $14,300 for the 2005-2006 fiscal year.  Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to approve Resolution #05-04 resolving the salary for the office of treasurer to be $12,750 and the salary for summer school and county tax collections to be $4,650 for a total of $17,400.

12. General Fund Budget Amendment: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed by roll call vote 4-0 with 1 absent, to amend the General Fund and transfer $132 from the fund balance to activity account 101-851.

13. Township Board Concerns: The board scheduled a Budget Work Session for Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township hall.  The MTA county chapter will meet on Feb. 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the Banks Township Hall.  Inquiry was made on how meetings can be speeded up.  Upon query, Schmidt advised B. Thompson has not responded to his letter requesting an estimate on paving Kruger Rd.  

14. Public Concerns:  None.

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting. 

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

Visit our website at www.torchlaketownship.org.

