MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

MARCH 15, 2005, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Martel                Audience: 27

Absent:  None

1. Call to Order was at 7:30 p. m. following the pledge to the flag.

2. Public comments: None.

3. Minutes of the Feb. 15 regular board meeting open and closed sessions and the March 10 special board meeting were approved and filed for audit with a correction to the Feb. 15 open session minutes, #4, to change “loan payment” to “installment purchase payment”.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Dept., Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, Antrim County E911 Central Dispatch and board’s Planning Commission representative.

6. Announcements: EMS and Fire Dept. personnel are needed and employment applications are available in the Township office.  Residents interested in being considered for future vacancies on Township Boards and Commissions should send a letter to the Township supervisor to be held in file.  General Fund, Ambulance District and Fire District Budget Hearings and the annual meeting will be held on March 26 starting at 9:00 a.m.  Correspondence: None.

7. 3rd Street Public Access Improvements: The proposed alterations to the site were discussed.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 that we will use the “Proposed Third Street Road End Plan” document dated 10/15/2003 and the Olin drawing of 10/11/03 to improve the 3rd Street road end access.  Schmidt and Martel will initiate the process, ask for bids from at least three contractors, and bring to the board for approval.

8. Proposed Public Safety Building/Township Hall Facilities Project: Schmidt gave an update.  T. Esson of DEM presented the adjusted plans and responded to questions from the board and audience.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 4-1, to authorize DEM to prepare the engineering documents for the building with the contingency that Stan Dawson, Fire Chief, approves the pillars in the middle of the garage.

9. Kruger Road Paving: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the paving of Kruger Rd. 

10. Wilkinson Homestead Historical Society Hall Rental Request:  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve their hall rental for the dates requested in their application dated 2/16/05.
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11. EMS/Fire Dept. Hiring Authority:  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, to grant hiring authority to the Fire Chief and EMS Director, with the concurrence of the Township Supervisor, of part-time, non managerial personnel for their departments.

12. Township Board Concerns: None

13. Public Comments: None

The meeting adjourned at 10:35p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

