MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

APRIL 19, 2005, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Martel                 Audience: 13

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments were received on the ZBA interpretation of the zoning ordinance that weekly rentals are not permitted in R-1, 2 and 3.

3. Minutes for the meetings of March 15, March 26, April 1 open and closed sessions, and April 8 open and closed sessions were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were received from EMS, Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch, and the board representative to the Planning Commission.

6. Announcements: Thanks to E. Knoechel and the Pfizer Foundation for their gift of $500 to the EMS Dept.  The Antrim County Township Officers Association meeting will be at the Kearney Township Hall in Bellaire on April 26 at 7:30 p.m.  Volunteers are still needed for future vacancies on boards and commissions and EMS and Fire Dept. always need personnel.  Employment applications can be obtained at the township office or at our website, www.torchlaketownship.org.  The Elk Rapids School District Election May 3 will be held at the Torch Lake Township Hall for our township voters residing in that school district.  Voters residing in the Central Lake School District will vote in the Central Lake Township Hall.  The Elk Rapids Township Board will host two public roundtable meetings on April 20 and 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Governmental Center at 315 Bridge Street in Elk Rapids to discuss design consideration and recreational needs to best serve the citizens of the area. Our township is invited to participate.

7. EMS Holiday Pay:  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the holiday pay request for EMS personnel as submitted in the letter dated March 14, 2005 from EMS Secretary, Sharon Velding.  This adds July 4, Memorial Day, Labor Day and the 6 p.m. to 12 a.m. shift on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve to the holidays approved for pay at time and a half.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 that regular scheduled day crewmembers have preference over seniority when it comes to working weekday holidays.

8. Proposed Public Safety Building/Township Hall Facilities Project: Update by Schmidt and discussion.  Additional land purchase and finalization of engineering plans still pending.

9. Elk Rapids Public Schools Summer Tax Collection Contract: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the Agreement for Collection of 2005 Summer School Property Tax submitted with Mr. Hoover’s letter of March 21, 2005.
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10. 2005-2006 Township Pay Schedule: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve 2005-2006 Pay Schedule draft dated March 11, 2005.

11. Auditor Approval: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to retain Tobin & Co. to conduct an audit for the fiscal year 2004-2005.

12. 2005-2006 Township Board Meeting Dates: Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the board meeting dates as submitted.

13. Village of Elk Rapids Recycling/Compactor Operation Proposal: Discussion of proposal which includes stickers for cars to identify residency, purchase of bags, pro-rate of expenses to operate.

14. Board Concerns: Schmidt commented on rental issue relating to “grandfather” status.  Public Comments: School elections and purchase of light bulbs were subjects of comment.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

