MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

JULY 19, 2005, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Martel                 Audience: 22 +/-

Absent:  None

1. The meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. following the pledge to the flag.

2. Public comments on non-agenda items: None.

3. Minutes for meetings of June 21 and 30, 2005 were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS and Fire Depts., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch, and Planning Commission Board Representative.

6. Announcements: Firemen’s Field Day is August 6 at Barnes Park. Volunteers are still needed for future vacancies on Boards and Commissions.  EMS and Fire Dept. personnel are always needed.  Employment applications are available at the township office.  Correspondence: None.

7. Lot 13 Removal of Deed Restrictions: Attorney Derman’s fax transmittal of June 30 was discussed.   No decisions were made pending clarification of various questions by the board.  The subject will be an agenda item in August and the attorney will be requested to be present.

8. Fire/Weather Warning Siren: The board declined to pursue installation of sirens after review of the information received, such as they are meant to be outdoor warning devices and not indoor, the radius of coverage, the number of sirens that would be needed, and the expense of purchase and installation.

9. Proposed Public Safety Building/Township Hall Facilities Project:  The project is still on hold. The finance figures being compiled by Parker and Schmidt are not completed.  Schmidt advised that petitions to recall him, Leech, and Schultz have been initiated by the filing of a request for a clarity hearing to be heard by the Antrim County Election Commission.  The proposed recall petition language reads “We, the undersigned, registered and qualified voters of the Township of Torch Lake, in the County of Antrim, and State of Michigan, petition for the calling of an election to recall (name of officer) because of his/her failure to take action that would substantially reduce the cost of the proposed Torch Lake Township combination Fire/EMS/Township Hall facility as requested by township citizens.”  Schmidt also read a letter each had received from “The Torch Lake Township Recall Committee”.  W. Laakko requested the following statement be included in the minutes: “In light of the fact that recall petitions have been filed, the citizens group feels the bid process should not go forward until the people have spoken”.

10. Village of Elk Rapids Recycling Agreement: The proposed agreement was discussed.  It was agreed the survey months should include some winter months. 

11. Resolution – New voting System: Motion was made by Schultz and seconded to approve the resolution to apply to the Secretary of State for a grant to purchase an optical scan voting system and related software to comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote.
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12. East Jordan EMS Intercept Fee/Agreement: It was the consensus of the board that it is in the best interest of our Township residents to agree to pay a straight 

      ALS (Advanced Life Support) intercept fee, as they require.  Schmidt will work 

      with them on an Agreement.

13. Township Board Concerns: None

14. Public Comments: None

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

