MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

MARCH 21, 2006, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Parker, Martel                           Audience: 19

Absent:  None

1. The clerk called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.following the pledge to the flag.  Motion was made by Martel, seconded and passed unanimously for Parker to chair the meeting.

2. Public Comment: On inquiry, D. Hein was advised absentee ballot applications for the May 2 election are available in the township office.  Sheriff Johnson gave a report on the activities of the past year and also presented some new programs that will be introduced.  He expressed thanks for the Eastport sub-station.

3. Minutes were approved for the meetings of Feb. 21, March 2, 7 and 13 and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all funds.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS and Fire Depts., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch and the Boards Planning Commission Rep.

6. Announcements: Hearings for the proposed 2006-2007 Budgets for all funds will be held Sat., March 25 at 9:00a.m. followed by the Annual Meeting of Electors.  Letters of interest to fill future vacancies on township committees and commissions are welcome.  Firemen and EMS personnel are always needed.  Employment applications are available in the office or on the website.  Supervisor candidates on the May 2 ballot will be Robert Spencer, Democrat and Chris Ventzke, Independent.  Voters residing in the Central Lake School District will vote this election in the Torch Lake Twp. Hall instead of Central Lake Twp. Hall.  Communications: None.

7. Public Safety Building Ad-hoc Advisory Committee (PSBAAC) Update:  J. Walworth reported with additional comments by J. Mottern and R. Spencer.  A printed copy of the report was distributed.

8. PSBAAC request for extension of life of committee: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 4-0 to extend the term of the committee thru August 2006.  Motion by Martel, seconded and passed 4-0 to approve up to an additional $3500 for PSBAAC to utilize the services of McClelland.

9. Reimbursement of Medical Expenses – Leys: Motion was made by Martel, seconded and passed 4-0 that board would commit to reimburse the $234.65 not covered by insurance if Workman’s Comp declines to pay.

10. Elk Rapids Schools summer tax collection contract: Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 4-0 by roll call vote to accept the contract with a collection fee of $3.75 per parcel. 
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11. Township hall roof repair: Tabled to May meeting.

12. Oil and gas lease:  Parker reported his conversation with Derman, Attorney, and will continue to work on it.

13. Assessor search update: Martel reported on ads that were placed and the response to date.  Applications are due by the 24th.  The interview committee will be Martel and Schultz. 

14. 2005-2006 Audit:  Letter from Tobin re Audit Committee was deferred to a later date.  Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 4-0 by roll call vote to retain Tobin and Co. to perform the Township audit for the 2005-2006 fiscal year.

15. Township Board Concerns:  As a result of a complaint from a resident on W. Coleman Rd., the board concurred there would be no improvements at this time.  Parker and Martel are going to tour the township roads and will subsequently report to the board on township road conditions.

16. Public Comments:  Comment was made that meeting was well run and appreciated.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

