MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING APRIL 18, 2006, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Parker, Martel                            Audience: 23 +/-  

Absent: None

1. The meeting convened at 7:30p.m. following the pledge to the flag.  Motion was made by Leech, seconded and passed 3-1 for the meeting to be chaired by Parker.

2. Public Comments: J. Heizer expressed concern about the removal of the trees and work being done in Barnes Park.  Mike Hill of Western Land Services spoke on proposed oil and gas lease.

3. Minutes were approved for the meetings of March 21, 25 and April 14 and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS and Fire Depts., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch, and Parker as Board representative on the Planning Commission.

6. Announcements: School elections are Tuesday, May 2.  Both school districts will vote in our Township Hall because the office of Township Supervisor is also on the ballots.  Volunteers are always needed for EMS and Fire Depts. as well as future vacancies on township commissions and committees.  There will be a forum to meet the candidates for supervisor at 7:00p.m. April 20.  Correspondence was read from M/M Robert McLeod urging rezoning of the Peterson property.

7. Update from Public Safety Building Ad-hoc Advisory Committee was given by J. Walworth, Chairman.  A copy of his report is available in the office.

8. Barr’s Forest Estates-Agreement & Master Deed:  Motion by Martel, seconded and passed 4-0 to approve the Agreement for Fire Suppression System per the recommendation of the Township attorney which includes the recording of the easement for the water tank prior to the recording of the master deed, and with installation of a tank to be determined at a future date.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 4-0 to approve the master deed for Barr’s Forest Estates.

9. Assessor Position Update: Schultz and Martel reported on their interview committee proceedings.  Motion by Martel was seconded and passed 4-0 to accept the recommendation of the committee and offer to contract with Patrick Suboski to perform Assessor duties for the township.  A draft contract was approved with the addition of requirement to provide proof of general liability insurance indemnifying the township when acting on behalf of the township.

10. 2006-2007 Pay Schedule: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 4-0 to approve the 2006-2007 draft pay schedule dated 3/30/06 with the salary for Assessor changed to $22,100 per Annual Meeting action.  This refers only to assessing function if performed by supervisor.  

11. Report on Annual Meeting: Leech reported on the Central Lake Recycling process and also said the purchase of bags will still be necessary when using the Elk Rapids Waste and Recycling center.  Windshield stickers will soon be available to identify Township residents at that center.  Leech stated a request was made for a streetlight at US 31 N and Manitou Trail and asked board members to consider the request.  A request was made for the board to look at increasing EMS and Fire personnel salaries and was supported by the electors 20-0.  This also should be addressed by the board in the future.
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12. Cable Franchising Legislation-Resolution: Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 4-0 by roll call vote to approve the resolution to be sent to our legislators regarding retaining local control of cable franchising.

13. Township Board Concerns: Schultz reminded the board of the MTA Chapter meeting in Elk Rapids on the 25th.  Martel spoke of concerns regarding a Soil Conservation District ordinance regulating actions pertaining to soils.

14. Public Comments: None.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

