MINUTES OF JUNE 20, 2006 TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Leech, Spencer, Martel                                             Audience: 20 +/-

Absent:  Schultz, Parker

1. The call to order at 7:30 p.m. was followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes were approved as submitted for the meetings of May 16 and 17 per motion by Martel, which was seconded and passed 3-0.

3. Correspondence – none.  Spencer reviewed the purpose of the comment card.  He talked of the passing of Township Constable, Robert Person, and gave a brief history of the many contributions Bob made to the Township.  Hours of visitation and the funeral service were noted.

4. Approval of agenda content: no action.

5. Citizen commentary: Ms. Robinson, Administrator of Meadowbrook Medical Care Facility asked for support of their upcoming millage request.  E. Cowell inquired regarding the constable position vacancy.  

6. Consent Agenda: Motion to approve by Martel was seconded, and passed 3-0.

7. Informational Items: (a) Report from the Zoning Administrator on the Planning Commission June meeting was accepted.  Martel expressed concern that the public lacked knowledge of the proposed master plan.  (b) J. Walworth presented a report on the Public Safety Building Ad hoc Advisory Committee.  (c) There will be a fall Household Hazardous Waste Collection on September 9.  Details will be posted at a later date.  (d) A boundary survey of the Township Hall property was started this date.  (e) The township is going to change providers of propane gas and purchase from Ellsworth Farmers Exchange.

8. Board discussion items: (a) Long-term planning and goals were discussed with no action. (b) Request for a streetlight at US 31 and Manitou Trail was discussed with no action pending information from the electric company. (c) Proposal for Oil Lease was discussed:  Motion by Leech was seconded and passed 3-0 to accept the recommendation of Spencer as outlined in his memo of June 20 regarding the proposed lease from Jordan Energy.  The recommendation was that the board approve the proposal as it pertained to Fire Station #2 property but not accept the proposal on the remaining Township properties, and authorized the supervisor to sign the appropriate documents.  (d) Township hall roof was discussed with no action.  (e) Following a presentation by Prof. Wm. Lovis and discussion regarding his request for access to Traverse Bay Nature Preserve to take a series of soil borings to determine formation, age, and human use, motion was made by Leech, seconded and passed 3-0 to approve the request for access 
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      with the condition that all required permits are obtained and presented to the      

      Township Supervisor before proceeding with any work.

      Board Action Items: (a) Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 3-0 to approve 

      the Agreement for Collection of  2006 Summer Property Taxes for Traverse Bay     

      Area Intermediate School District.   (b) Motion by Martel, seconded and passed 3- 

      0 to approve the 2006-2007 board meeting dates with the annual meeting date  

      changed to 2007.

9. Board comments:  Martel advised the Antrim Co. Planning Commission has appointed a sub-committee to work on the proposed Soil Erosion Ordinance and will be holding public hearings.

10. Public comments:  E. Knoechel expressed discomfort with consent agenda.

11. Adjournment was at 10:05 p.m.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

