MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JANUARY 16, 2007

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Martell, Parker, Spencer, Leech, Schultz                          Audience: 18 +/-

Absent:  None

1. Supervisor Spencer convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Parker to approve minutes of Dec. 19, Dec. 27 and Jan. 11, noting correction of the meeting date on the Dec. 27 minutes, was seconded and passed 5-0.
3. Spencer introduced and welcomed the new EMS Director, Eillen Hedin.

4. No correspondence was read.

5. Motion by Schultz to approve the Agenda Content with the addition of 9 k., Land Use Map Clarification, was seconded and passed 5-0.

6. Citizen Commentary included a report by D. Leys on hall rentals for 2006.  E. Knoechel expressed concerns regarding restoration of landscaping being displaced by the pipe line installation.

7. Motion by Parker to approve monthly expenditures and accept the reports of the consent agenda was seconded and passed 5-0.

8. Informational reports were received from G. Parker on Planning Commission  activity, A. Martel on the County Planning Commission, Zoning Administrator Bill Briggs, Norton Bretz on the “Bike Trail” and grant application, Spencer on the Day Park boat ramp and the Manitou Trail “Dead End” road sign.

9. Discussion/Action Items: (a) Motion by Schultz to change the February board meeting date from the 20th to the 22nd was seconded and passed 5-0.  (b) Motion by Parker to accept the recommendation to hire Jeff Dawson as a probationary fire fighter was seconded and passed 5-0.  (c) Motion by Leech authorizing the supervisor to write a letter of support for the MDOT-NWCOG-TART grant application to fund a bike trail along US 31 from Barnes Road to Old Dixie was seconded and passed 5-0. (d) Motion by Parker to waive review of the special exception request by Mr. Ireland to the DEQ per their file No. 06-05-0030-P was seconded and passed 5-0.  (e) Motion by Leech to authorize Comstock Construction and Clark-Walter-Sirrine to proceed to Part II, design development, was seconded and passed 5-0.  (f) Motion by Leech to approve Resolution 07-01 Federal Poverty Guidelines with the addition to the last sentence of “until modified or changed by any future board.” was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote. (g) Discussion with no action on the Planning Commission request for a moratorium on commercial development and/or project. (h)  Discussion with no action on the Antrim County recycling proposal.  (i) Discussion with no action on the Public Land Use and Access ordinance. (j) Discussion with no action on funding of township roads maintenance. (k) Discussion with no action regarding clarification of the proposed Land Use Map requested by the Planning Commission chair.
10. Board commentary:  Martel feels people need to be more informed about proposed Land Use Map.

11. Citizen commentary:  None.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech, Township Clerk

