MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JUNE 17, 2008, TOWNSHIP HALL,

5081 N. US 31, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel (7:05 p.m.)                                               Audience: +/- 10

Absent:  None

1. Call to order was at 7:01 p.m.  by Supervisor Spencer followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes of the May 20 regular meeting and June 5 special meeting were approved by motions of Parker.  Both motions were seconded and passed 4-0, with one not in attendance.

3. Correspondence: FAA Notice of Determination of no hazard to air navigation and MDOT’’s Bureau of Aeronautics Tall Structure Permit, both pertaining to the CSB proposed Antenna Tower; Agenda for MTA Chapter meeting June 24, Milton Township Hall, 7:30 p.m.
4. Agenda Content was approved by motion of Schultz with the addition of Elizabeth Mitchell fireworks request to 8.c.  Motion was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Comment:  None.

6. Consent Agenda 6.b. thru 6.g. was approved by motion of Parker, which was seconded and passed 5-0.

a. Martel expressed interest in seeing invoices from Young, Graham, Elsenheimer & Wendling.  Monthly expenditures as submitted were approved by motion of Schultz, which was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Information Items: a. Planning commission report by Parker; b. AC Planning Commission report by Marter-none; c. CSB update by Spencer; d. Public Opinion Survey update by Spencer; e. UTLA “Meet the Candidate” forum is scheduled for July 17 at 7:00 p.m.; f. Public Notice received from US Environmental Protection Agency of a plan to issue an injection well permit in the vicinity of Hjelte Rd. and US 31.
8. Discussion/Action Items: a. Motion by Parker to go into closed session to discuss removal of an employee from the EMS Squad as requested by the employee was seconded and passed 5-0.  The board went into closed session at 7:45 p.m. with the employee, EMS Director Ditlow and Fire Chief Dawson.  The board returned to open session at 9:04 p.m.  Martel moved to accept the recommendation of the EMS Director and Deputy Director and that Vala Shipman be removed from the EMS Squad effective immediately with severance pay through June 27, 2008.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  b. Motion by Parker to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation for the establishment of an Ad Hoc Study Committee to update the Township’s Recreation Plan as outlined in his memo of June 12, 2008, with the provision to add a 5th member, was seconded and passed 5-0.  c. Motion by Schultz to approve a Permit for Fireworks Display to Jerry Stalo for July 4, 2008 was seconded and passed 5-0.  A request for a Permit for Fireworks Display from Dan Ellis on behalf of E. Mitchell was not acted on due to required insurance and site plan not received.  d. Special board meetings will be scheduled in the near future to address Township policies.  The EMS Director and Fire Chief are requested to make recommendations on policy changes and additions needed in EMS and Fire Dept.  e. Prohibiting alcohol consumption at the Nature Preserve was discussed.  Parker will draft an amendment to Ordinance #10-2007 for board approval.  f. & g. Due to time constraints, discussion of The Facility Use and Rental Policy and the EMS Study Committee Recommendations are deferred to the July 15th Board meeting.  A special meeting will be held on July 22 at 7:00 p.m. to conduct any business that might not be completed at the regular meeting.
9. Board Comments: Schultz mentioned tax bills will be going out soon and there is a secure drop box in the entry way of the new CSB where payments can be dropped.  She also inquired about key availability to the CSB and, with board concurrence, is to be given a master key. 

10. Citizen Comments: E. Knoechel noted an incorrect date on the Zoning Administrator’s report and inquired of  phone calls from Charter re Channel 50.  Ditlow, upon inquiry, received confirmation that Shipman’s removal included billing duties.

11. Adjournment was at 10:08 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

