MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF DECEMBER 16, 2008, COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING

Corrected Version 12-22-2008

Present:  Supervisor Parker, Clerk Windiate, Treasurer Schultz, Trustees Martel and Tomlinson     Absent:  None

Audience +/- 7

1. Call to order was at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes.  Motion by Schultz to approve minutes of November 18, 2008 was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of December 4, 2008 was seconded and passed 5-0.
3. Correspondence:  Reminder that the MTA conference will be held in Detroit January 28-30, 2009.  If interested in attending please contact the clerk.

4. Agenda Content:  Because the township attorney is present, Parker adds item 1 to the agenda, which is to move to closed session.  It is moved by Tomlinson and seconded by Martel to go into closed session pursuant to Section 8(h) of the Open Meetings Act, being MCL 15.268(h), to consider the written memo from our attorney dated December 16, 2008, which is exempt from disclosure by Section 13(1) (g) of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act, being MCL 15.243(1) (g), since this memo is subject to the attorney-client privilege.  Motion carries 5-0 with roll call vote.  Board moves to closed session at 7:05 PM and returns to open meeting at 7:35 PM.  There is a motion by Schultz that the township attorney be directed to raise the issue of the Liquor Control Commission Dance Special Activity permit with the owners of A-Ga-Ming.  Motion is seconded by Tomlinson and carries 5-0.  Graham will proceed with the request.
5. Citizen Comment:  There was none.

6. Consent Agenda was approved by motion of Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0. 

7. Informational Items:   a. A-Ga-Ming has filed an appeal of the ZBA decision to uphold the Zoning Administrators ruling regarding weddings.  B.  Planning consultant position was approved at the December 4, 2008 Special Meeting, naming Chris Grobel as the new Planner with the scheduled fees as presented.  C.  The Planning Commission meeting of December 16, 2008 was cancelled due to weather.  D.  Martel reports there is nothing to report from the County Planning Commission.  E.  New quotes are being prepared for the cost to pave Erickson Road.  This would be a shared expense with Milton Township.
8. Items for Discussion and Possible Action:  a. Township Board Planning Commission representative.   After much consideration, Parker would like to recommend Larry Tomlinson be appointed to the vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Windiate’s motion to support the appointment is seconded by Tomlinson.  Motion carries 5-0 with a roll call vote.  B.  Heating fuel costs.  Parker states we are going to need to make some adjustments and would appreciate any suggestions from the Board on ways to save fuel costs.  Some suggestions included ceiling fans in the bay area and testing with an infra red camera to detect areas of heat loss.  It is also suggested we contact Comstock for their assistance.  C.  Public Opinion Survey.  Parker comments that the first Thursday of the month has been reserved for Special Board Meetings and it is agreed to have a meeting January 8, 2009 at 5:30 PM for work on the Survey and also Section 3 of the Procedures/Policies Book, Personnel policy.
9. Board Commentary.  A.  Windiate addresses the Board inquiring the procedure they would like to follow in the process of hiring a Recording Secretary for the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals.  It is decided to post the position, advertise in the two newspapers used by the Township, and post information on the Website.  B.  Tomlinson requests the constable position require a certified police officer.  C.  Schultz inquires into the updating of the Website, as it needs corrections.  She also inquires into any contract we may still have with Alltel.  We’re still being billed for the old hall.  Tomlinson would like to investigate our telephone and internet services.  
10. Citizen Commentary.  A.  Gerry Sell asks how we got wireless service with Alltel.  B.  Leys asks to be kept in the loop with Special Meetings so he can put them on the calendar.  C.  Knoechel asks if we can recover the Bulletin Board from the old township hall.  He also asks if there is any plan to use the murals painted by Betty Beebe.  He also asked about the article in the Elk Rapids paper referring to a coffee clutch at Sonny’s and the comment that anyone can come into the Community Services Building and use the wireless service here.

11. With no further business the meeting is adjourned at 8:25 PM.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.
12. The next regular meeting will be Tuesday January 20, 2009 at 7:00 PM and a Special Meeting on January 8, at 5:30 PM.  

       
 Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

