TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

JUNE 16, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING 

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  31 +/-

1. Call to order at 7 PM followed by pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of June 4, 2009 as prepared is seconded and carried 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of May 19, 2009 is seconded and passed 5-0 with the following corrections:  Item 2, line 2 add the date of minutes as “May 6, 2009 Special Meeting”;   Item 8 C. add “with effective date of May 19, 2009”.
3. Correspondence received from 1.  Elva Cowell was read into the record regarding the “depressed look” of Eastport.  2.  Schultz reminded the Board of the upcoming MTA meeting June 23 rd in Mancelona Township.  3.  Letter from Dave Ax was read into the record asking the Board to make available the name of a company for treating phragmites only to those interested and not tax everyone else on the beach.  4.  Letter from Beverly Calu was read into the record informing the Board she is not in favor of Torch Lake Township’s intrusion of the rights of private property owners to eradicate phragmites.  5.  Parker submitted the Permit received from the DEQ regarding the proposed replacement of the DNR boat ramp on Torch Lake.  
4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve Agenda Content is seconded and passed 5-0 with the following additions:  1. add DEQ Permit to Correspondence; 2. add to item 8. “f. Jerry Stalo Fireworks Permit” and “g. Eastport Property Report”.
5. Citizen Comments included: 1. Gerry Sell informing the Board that Torch Lake Township does not have the authority to appoint her to the Central Lake Library Committee, as they already had done, but rather the appointment belongs to the Central Lake Schools. 2.  Diane Wosek read into the record her letter addressed to the Board asking them to look into a forward-looking plan for reconstruction of Erickson Road and others, as needed.

6. Consent Agenda.  Martel asked for item a. to be removed for discussion.  His question is in regard to the Township Planner and his lack of billings for the fiscal year and the low billings for the Township attorneys.  He would encourage the Planner to submit monthly billings.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve item 6 a. is seconded and carried 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve items b. through f. is seconded and passed 5-0.
7. Informational Items:  a. Martel states the County Planning Commission met but had no agenda; b. Tomlinson reports the PC will hold a Public Hearing in July for the PUD.  The PC also believes the Township needs a Police Power Noise Ordinance and has submitted a proposed Ordinance for review; c.  Phragmites response is reported by Parker.  Of 390 letters sent out, 175 were returned with 170 saying yes to inspection and 5 saying no.  It was discussed that perhaps others did not return their letter thinking that no reply meant they were not in favor of treatment; d. Special Board Meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2009 at 5:30 PM to discuss policies and Regular Meeting July 21, 2009 at 7 PM; e. A Public Forum will be held here tomorrow night to discuss a Point-of-Sale Ordinance for Septic System Inspections;  f.  Volunteers are needed for TBNP trail work, clean-up, etc.  Contact Tom Pierson at 599-9450 if interested.

8. Items for Discussion and Possible Board Action:  a. Bug spray for CSB.  Spraying was done at the old building but has not been done here.  It is decided to wait and see how it happens here.  Motion by Tomlinson is seconded and passed 5-0 to hold off one year on spaying at the PSB; b. Charter Cable usage fee is going up from free to $ 4.95/month.  Motion by Schultz to accept the fee is withdrawn.  From the audience, Knoechel comments the service originally was free from Village Cable.  Charter should honor that commitment.  Motion by Tomlinson is seconded and passed 5-0 directing the Supervisor to engage Charter Communications and discuss what we want to do; c.  Former EMS Ad Hoc Committee study and recommendations was discussed.  Some of the recommendations have been implemented, some have not.  It is decided that Tomlinson will contact MTA for any more information they might provide.  Parker will contact COLI about the Study not being accessible through our website and will look into previous Board action regarding Spencer memo dated July 15, 2008; d. Noise Ordinance.  It is suggested we send the proposed Ordinance to our attorney for his opinion.  From the audience, Nancy Ellison stated that it used to be included in the Zoning Ordinance but was taken out because it couldn’t be enforced in court without actual decibel readings.  No action is taken at this time; e. Phragmites Police Powers Ordinance.  Because this is a Police Powers Ordinance, it does not require a Public Hearing.  Parker comments that he is suggesting we follow the lead of the 3 surrounding Townships who have enacted similar ordinances.  It facilitates Torch Lake Township taking action if the owner is not willing or able to do so.  The purpose is not to intrude but is a way to address people who don’t want to address the problem themselves.  The Ordinance was drawn up by the Township attorney.  Comments from the audience were received from Ron Frohreip, Nancy Ellison, Wally Juall, Lorraine Mottern, Jerry Klinefelter, Tom Stillings, Jerry Hug, Jim Walworth and Maryanne Jorgenson.  Heidi Lang of Antrim County Soil Conservation was present to address the Board and audience.  She feels we are better off handling this locally if we can because the State can’t do it.  It needs to be treated at the right time, August 15 to September 15th.  Go ahead and treat it yourself, but pulling it out is not what you want to do and a permit is needed.  After lengthy discussion the motion by Tomlinson to approve the Ordinance as prepared is seconded by Schultz and passed 4-1 roll call vote, with Martel casting the nay vote.  The Ordinance will take effect 30 days after publication; f.  Jerry Stalo Fireworks permit.  Motion by Schultz to approve the permit is seconded and passed 5-0 with the stipulation he provide the Fire Chief with necessary information; g.  Eastport Property Report.  After meeting with four area realtors, Tomlinson and Martel recommend Maryann Jorgenson of Exit Reality.  The motion by Tomlinson to direct the Supervisor to enter into contract with Maryanne Jorgenson for the Eastport property at a listing price of $239,000 for 6 months is seconded and passed 5-0.
9. Board Commentary:  In regard to the attorney retainer, Tomlinson would like something in writing before approval.  He also inquired into the maintenance of the website.  Windiate inquired about the doggie waste station for the day park and it was recommended that Dick Saul of the UTLA would be the contact.

10. From the audience, Kip Ditlow requested authorization to purchase a lawn trimmer for no more than $100 for township use. The Board agreed.  Maryanne Jorgenson thanked the Board for their selection and states that she is excited about the listing.  

11. With no further business the meeting is adjourned at 10:12 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk  
