TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

AUGUST 18, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MI

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  16

1. Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.  

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of July 21, 2009 with two additions.  Item 8, last sentence, add Supervisor will review the bids “and make the decision”; Item 10, second line, add summer tax is just the school “and county” portion.  Motion is seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the minutes of July 29 Special Meeting with two corrections.  Item 2 B line five, change “contact” to “contract”. Item 2 B, line five, change Lakeshore Environmental “and” to “or”.  Item 2 B, last line, add drop dead date “and make the decision”.  Motion is seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve minutes of August 6th Special Meeting as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence.  Parker received a phone call from a physician offering help in researching the potential for establishing a township Community Health Clinic in the Eastport area.  Government funds are available for qualified communities to purchase and improve facilities.  First we need volunteers to form a board.  She would then meet with the them to discuss the next steps.
4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve Agenda Content is seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary.  1. Sheriff Bean was present with Antrim County SO report.  Medical and Traffic Stops were both up for the month of July.  ORV Ordinance is with Mr. Koop right now.  Commissioners will meet in September for approval.  Copies will come to the Townships.  The “Lake Watch” program is off the ground, but they are still looking for volunteers. 2.  Ed Knoechel reported that the installation of two flashing warning lights at the township hall is on schedule and should be done by the end of the year.
6. Motion by Martel to accept the Consent Agenda is seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items:  A. from Martel, the County has received a proposed zoning ordinance amendment from Forest Home Township, a shoreline protection overlay district regulating a 25’setback along their shoreline.  It is very restrictive and was not well-received by the Planning Commission.  B. from Tomlinson, the Township Planning Commission has completed the proposed PUD Ordinance Amendment and has forwarded it to the County for their comments.  It will come back to the PC and then be forwarded to the Township Board.  C. from Parker, 390 Phragmites letters were sent, 261 are back with 246 yes to inspect and treat, 8 no and 7 uncertain.  Treatment date has not yet been set, but it will not be before Labor Day, Sept 7th.  So far $2055 in donations has been received toward the treatment.  D. from Parker, the contract with Treadwell Energy Corp has been finalized, signed and needs to be notarized.  E. from Parker, Lake Shore Environmental has been chosen to do the Phragmites treatment.  F. from Parker, a recommendation to choose Crystal Flash for the Township propane contract at $1.29 per gallon.  G. Gerry Sell presented a written review of high speed internet service in the Township, stressing the frustration of residents in obtaining quality service.  She is requesting the Township’s assistance, perhaps a committee, to help with further research of the problems, options and solutions.  Parker suggested starting with Mr. Gaylord at COLI and letting him know this was the subject of a Township Board meeting.
8. Items for Discussion and Possible Board Action:  A. The motion by Tomlinson to approve the proposed Phragmites Ordinance amendment with one addition to Section 4. Page 3, first sentence, add administrative search warrant “authorized by Township Board and” issued by.. was seconded and approved 5-0.  B. proposed Noise Ordinance was discussed with comments from audience and board, including:  we currently have a noise provision in our Access and Road Ends ordinance, which has not been used; noise from fireworks; the lack of a township constable and  noise at A-Ga-Ming.  Parker’s observed that since most of the public comments have to do with A-Ga-Ming noise, we don’t need a Noise Ordinance at this time; we need to do something with A-Ga-Ming.  A county-wide ordinance is also suggested.  No formal action is taken at this time.  C.  Our realtor has suggested some needed repairs at the old township hall.  Parker is looking into bids for painting and possible wood replacement.  D.  Parker is also looking into bids for roof repairs needed at the south fire building.
9. Board Commentary from Schultz reminding members of the MTA chapter meeting August 25, 7:30 PM at Central Lake Township Hall.

10. Gaskell inquired about township website not having updated agendas. Gerry Sell reminded “Lemonade in the Park” Saturday at the Day Park.  It is sponsored by the Recreation Plan Committee to gather information about wants and needs of the community.
11. With no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk   
