TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 7:00 PM

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  11

1. Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag. 

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of August 18, 2009 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the minutes of September 3, 2009 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence:  There were none.

4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve the Agenda Content was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary:  There was none.

6. Consent Agenda:  Tomlinson asked for reports from Clerk, Treasurer and EMS be withheld.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve remaining items was seconded and passed 5-0.  Tomlinson questioned Clerk about wages for Day Park attendant.  Reply, the wages were for two months, not one.  He also questioned purchase of computer card by EMS.  Reply, computer was donated, but the expense of operation is EMS responsibility.   He questioned the Treasurer regarding the choice of banks, whether it was determined by law.  Reply, the choice of which banks to use is the decision of the Treasurer.  He also asked about who holds the credit card used by Fire Department.  Reply that would be the Chief.  Also under EMS, Tomlinson is recommending the Board rescind the former Board action to create an EMS Steering Committee because of lack of interest.   At this time there has only been one volunteer.  Parker would like to keep with it, perhaps advertise on the website and Township bulletin boards for volunteers.  Motion by Martel to approve Clerk, Treasurer and EMS reports is seconded and passed 5-0.

7. A.  County Planning Commission report from Martel was there was no meeting. 

B.  Township Planning Commission report from Tomlinson:  Correction from last month.  The PUD has not yet gone to the county.  It needs a few more items and will need another Public Hearing in October or November.

C.  Phragmites response.  From Parker, 345 letters have gone out, twice, 295 are back, with 281saying yes, 8 no and 6 unsure.  The permit has been approved by the DEQ and September 22 is the scheduled day of treatment.  It should take 1-2 day to complete.
 8.  
A.  After brief discussion, the motion by Schultz to accept the bid of Don Bailey for repair to the old township hall is seconded and passed 5-0.

B.  Motion by Tomlinson to submit for publication to receive bids for Cemetery property clearing to be opened October 12th at noon is seconded and passed 5-0.  Clerk will set up publication.

C.  Hiring of Contract Assessor Patrick Suboski.  Due to new IRS rulings, it is suggested that contract assessors need to become employees of the township.  There was discussion of this new ruling but no action was taken at this time.
D.  Motion by Tomlinson to accept bid of TruGreen for one treatment this fall at $63.00 and solicit other bids for next year is seconded and passed 5-0.
E.  Budget Amendments.  Parker stated there are 3 things impacting the Budget, including BOR activity adding value to tax base, voter-approved return to 1 mil and a drop in State Revenue Sharing.   Motion by Tomlinson to approve the changes impacting the Budget to match the revised Budget dated September 15, 2009 is seconded and approved 5-0.

 9.
Citizen Commentary.  Maryanne Jorgenson and Gerry Sell spoke to the Board regarding the TL Economic Development meeting tonight and their proposal to the County Board of Commissioners for a resolution to support the Coalition 4 Limitless Broadband (C4LB).  Each Board member received a copy of the proposal.


B.  Ed Knoechel had comments about Broadband government funds being available, the EMS report, and needing suggestions/volunteers to name road(s) at the cemetery.

C.  Deb Comber asked about the vacant constable position and whether the township was loosing funding.  Schultz replied that we had not yet lost any funding.

10.    Board Commentary.  Tomlinson asked about the status of the proposed Eastport Health Clinic.  Char Lundy has talked with the doctor and is following up on the situation.  Martel thanked Tomlinson for his work on the cemetery bid proposal.

11. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled Board Meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

