TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD

JANUARY 18, 2011

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  8

1. Meeting convened at 7 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve the Minutes of December 16, 2010 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the Minutes of January 6, 2011 Special Meeting as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Announcements:  The Board or Review will meet for appeals beginning March 14th 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM, March 16th 6-9 PM and March 18th 9:00 AM – Noon.  

4. Motion by Schultz to approve the Agenda, with item 8 A. removed is seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary:  A. Patricia Hoch asked about the status of the Third Street road end. Even though it is winter the residents are still very anxious to use the area for swimming.  They are hoping the brush can be cut back.  Martel replied that the Board has been looking into ADA requirements and other legal issues related to road ends.  Tomlinson suggested that he, Parker and Martel could at least take a look at what brush can be removed.  The Board has not forgotten this issue.  B.  Sheriff Bean presented the 911 report; he compared some of the 2009 statistics with 2010; he commented that the snowmobile patrol is up and running.  Martel asked the effects of the 911 millage failure, and Bean replied basically with technology updates.  Schultz thanked the sheriff for his help in delivering the green 911 home signs.
6. Consent Agenda.  Tomlinson had questions about the cleaning contract, some of the long distance calls and the cost of replacing the parking lot light bulbs.  He also had questions about the EMS and Fire reports matching the 911 report.  With no further concerns the Motion by Schultz to approve the Consent Agenda was seconded and passed 5-0.
7. A.  Martel had nothing to report from the County Planning Commission.  B.  Tomlinson reported the Planning Commission held its Public Hearing for Site Plan Review.  There was no audience in attendance and, therefore, no public comment.

8. A.  Postponed

B .After update from Jorgenson regarding the Eastport property and her request to continue working with the township, the Motion by Martel to extend the listing with Maryanne Jorgenson for six months is seconded and passed 5-0.  She is asked to put together a proposal with suggestions to improve the listing.

C.  Small Wind Energy Conversion System (SWECS) Ordinance.  Parker believes we need to finalize our request to the Planning Commission, of things to look at again and possibly alter, in the Ordinance.  After discussion, there is a Motion by Parker that the Board returns the SWECS Ordinance to the Planning Commission with recommendation to reconsider the following issues:  1. height restriction; 2. fall zone restriction; 3. tower color; 4. shadow flicker.  Further, to consider language which would enable adjoining property owners to consider their properties as a unit and install a single generator to serve the consolidated unit area.  The motion is seconded and passed 4-0, with Tomlinson casting the nay vote.  Mr. Parker will put in writing the request for the Planning Commission.
D.  Medical Marijuana Ordinance.  After introduction by Mr. Tomlinson, the Motion by Tomlinson to approve an Ordinance to amend the Torch Lake Township Zoning Ordinance Sections 2.12.5 and 2.12.9: Home Occupations; add a new Section 2.23 Home Occupation, Medical Marijuana; amend Chapter XII Commercial, Section 12.02.A.17 Permitted Uses; and amend Section XXIII: 23.01 Definitions, respectively is seconded by Windiate and passed 5-0 roll call vote.

E.  Cemetery Ordinance.  After brief discussion it is agreed in Section 9 to add “C.  Under no circumstances shall the buy back price be less than the original purchase price.”   This draft Ordinance will be forwarded to the attorney for his review before formal action is taken.

F.  Waiver Policy for EMS Billing.  Ditlow addressed his memo dated January 13, 2011 with the Board regarding a waiver policy, as suggested by AccuMed.  The Board needs to determine a poverty level income amount and who shall approve the application.  After discussion, Motion by Tomlinson that the request of the EMS director for direction on the financial hardship determination policy be approved at 135% of the federal poverty level, as recommended by AccuMed, and further that each case would be approved by the EMS director and a Board member of the Township Audit Committee.  Further, the EMS director is to continue working to present the final document later.  The motion is seconded and passed 5-0.

9.    Board Commentary.  Schultz has reminder that dog licenses are available at the Township through the end of February. The application is available on the township website @ torchlaketownship.org. 

10.  There was no Citizen Commentary.

11.  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Township Clerk                                           
Kathy S. Windiate                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
