TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD

JULY 16, 2013

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Goossen, Amos and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  7

1.  Meeting convened at 7:00 pm followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes:  Motion by Schultz to approved Minutes of June 18, 2013 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.
3. Correspondence, etc:  1. The Day Park equipment has been installed.  2. Stone Circle gravel repair is starting today.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Windiate to approve was seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Citizen Commentary:  There was none.
6. Consent Agenda:  After discussion of Fire Report, the Motion by Goossen to approve was seconded and passed 5-0.  During discussion it was mentioned we have already received a few calls from residents interested in fire fighter positions.  We have also conducted Water Rescue training with the new boat.  Both Fire and EMS participated.  There will be joint training with Milton Fire Department on pump engineering and radio communication.  Also mentioned, the retirement of Fire Fighter Brad Dawson and appreciation for his many years of service to the community.  Thank-you Brad!!
7. Planning Commission Report:  Goossen reported work continued with A-Ga-Ming request for rezoning to PUD.  Underground utility variance was granted, but noise issues were 3-3 tie vote.  No drawing of the berm completed, as hoped, so the issue was tabled for one month.  
8. For Discussion/Action:
A.  Ordinance Enforcement Officer (OEO): As the township did not find a suitable candidate for Constable position, it was suggested we follow recommendation of MTA and eliminate the position and go with OEO. The Motion by Goossen to approve the OEO Draft Job Description as amended was seconded and passed 5-0.  The Motion by Schultz to approve Ordinance 2013-01, Ordinance Enforcement Officer, was seconded by Goossen and passed 5-0.  The Ordinance will take effect after publication in the newspaper within 30 days.
B. Constable Position:  The Motion by Schultz to approve Resolution 2013-13 to rescind the position of Township Constable was seconded and approved 5-0 roll call vote.
C. Fire Department Assistant:  Motion by Schultz to approve the Job Description for Fire Department Assistant (Non-Fire Fighter Position) as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.
D. Fire Department Assistant:  We have one applicant for FF Assistant position, Jeff Dawson, and Martel recommends we continue to have Jeff on our FF Department.  The Motion by Schultz to accept the application of Jeff Dawson as FF Assistant was seconded and approved 5-0, effective pending normal background check.
E. EMS/FIRE Private Road Access Study:  EMS Director Persons reported that over 250 addresses have been visited so far, analyzing access and egress for fire trucks and ambulance.  A list has been created with recommendations for improvement where necessary.  Our insurance provider recommends we send letters to notify people who need to address this issue.
F. EMS Non-Emergency Transport Program: Persons is looking into the possibility of this program.
G. EMS Limited Advanced Life Support:  Persons reported of an upgrade available through the State of Michigan to our ambulance status, which would allow us to provide limited advanced life support, such as IV’s and additional drugs.  He would like to implement this upgrade within the next 8-10 months.  Motion by Schultz to authorize the EMS Director to pursue the Limited Advanced Life Support program was seconded and passed 5-0.
H. Day Park Dock:  Signage for the Dock has been ordered, as the dock is being used by citizens in a dangerous way.
9.  Citizen Commentary:  There was none.
10.  Board Commentary:  1. The Board of Review met today.  Kudos to our new assessor, Amy Jenema!! 
2.  Our condolences go out to the family and friends of Bonnie Nothoff and recognize her service to the community.  She will be deeply missed.

      11.  Adjournment: With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regular meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk  
