


TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


APPROVED DRAFT MINUTES OF TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 21, 2014
COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Goossen, Amos and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  7

1.  Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of December 17, 2013 meeting as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve Minutes of Special Meeting January 9, 2014 with corrections was seconded and passed 4-0, with Goossen abstaining from vote.  In Item 6, second line, remove “additions for” and add “s” to “recommendations”.
3. Correspondence, etc:  Special Elk Rapids School Election on February 25, 2014.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Goossen to approve as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Citizen Commentary: 1. Mr. Spencer asked why Site Plan Map for AGM (on display) was labeled PRD.  He also asked if he would be able to speak during 8 E. Sunshine Resolution.  (No problem). 2. Sheriff Bean presented Dec 911 report as well as 911 report for 2013. Also, they have hired one deputy for road patrol to replace one that left.  They have also hired someone for dispatcher slot.  They have resolved most of the issues resulting from the conversion from narrow band to simulcast.
6. Consent Agenda:  Schultz asked to remove EMS report.  The Motion by Amos to approve the remainder of the reports was seconded and passed 5-0.  Receipt # 331 from Pfizer Foundation was deposited to General Fund.  It will need an adjustment to transfer to EMS.  The letter from Mr. Knoechel specifying the purpose of the money came after the deposit had been made.  Amos felt there should be a policy regarding soliciting donations.  It should be a board action, with no solicitation without approval.  Motion by Amos to approve the EMS report was seconded and passed 5-0.
7. Informational Items:  Goossen reported the Planning Commission meeting had been cancelled due to weather.
8. For Discussion/Action:
A.  Assessor Amy Jenema reported on major changes effecting the assessor cycles, including the reduction of personal property tax (industrial and commercial parcels only), potential 100% property tax exemption for veterans and changes to the rules regarding the uncapping of property.  For more details, contact Amy at the township office.
B. Board of Review Starting Date Resolution:  Motion by Schultz to approve Resolution 14-01, which sets Wednesday, March 12, 2014 as the starting date for the Board of Review, was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.
C. Board Salary Resolutions:  The Motion by Goossen to approve Resolution 14-02, which sets the salary for Supervisor at $20,000 per year for 2014-15 was seconded and passed 5-0 roll call vote.  The Motion by Martel to approve Resolution 14-03, which sets the salary for Treasurer at $22,000 per year for 2014-15 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  The Motion by Goossen to approve Resolution 14-04, which sets the salary for Clerk at $20,000 per year for 2014-15 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  The Motion by Martel to approve Resolution 14-05, which sets the salary for Trustee Goossen at $4000 per year for 2014-15 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  The Motion by Goossen to approve Resolution 14-06, which sets the salary for Trustee Amos at $4,000 per year for 2014-15 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  Final action on these resolutions will be at the Annual Meeting of Electors, to be held March 22, 2014 at 9:00 AM.
D. Fire Chief Recommendations:  The Motion by Amos to approve the recommendation of Fire Chief Bigelow to appoint Allen Davidson and Cody Randall as lieutenants for the Torch Lake Township Fire Department was seconded and passed 5-0.

E.  Sunshine Law Resolution:  During discussion with Bob Spencer, it was agreed the intent of the third “Whereas” refers to all persons currently elected or appointed and then anyone that gets added in the future. Spencer will be interested in looking at the content and details of proposed policies and looks forward to having some input at that time too. The Motion by Goossen to approve Resolution 14-07, which states Torch Lake Township’s intention to comply with the Open Meetings Act and the Freedom of Information Act by creating policies, procedures and education to help all persons representing the Township comply, was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.
F.  ALS private bid process:  Elk Rapids memo dated January 14, 2014 is included for information only, which looks at options in the bid process.  As we continue to look at ALS we will keep the public informed of our progress.
G. Thank you to Ed and Gerry Knoechel:  A thank you has been sent to Ed and Gerry Knoechel for their donation to the Day Park and also for the assist with the Pfizer Foundation Matching Gift application.
9.   Citizen Commentary:  1. Bob Spencer congratulated the Board on their salary resolutions.  He felt they were long               overdue.  2. Persons thanked the EMS crew.  They are staying busy and taking care of everything.
10.  Board Commentary:  1. Amos clarified that his comment about needing a policy regarding soliciting donations was nothing against the EMS director.  2.  Martel discussed several date options for budget workshops.  
11.  With no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly schedules meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk



