


TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


APPROVED DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 18, 2014
COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Goossen, Amos and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  9

1.  Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of January 21, 2014 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of Special Meeting February 13, 2014 with corrections was seconded and passed 5-0.  In item 2, line two, place period after “EMS service.”  Remove “which is BLS (Basic Life Support), with Allied EMS and Elk Rapids Township providing “Mutual Aid” to the township as needed.  The Township is looking at options to provide more advanced service to the community, such as LALS (Limited Advanced Life Support) or ALS (Advanced Life Support).  The cost, training, time and equipment needed to do so are factors that will be researched before any decisions are made.”  After period following “EMS service” add: “Tom also presented all of the various EMS levels, requirements & service capabilities.  In addition, Tom reviewed the LALS requirements, where we are currently as Basic Life Support, and what we would like to achieve.”  In item 3, remove “there was none” and add “The Board commented on the turn-out tonight and that we were pleased to see the number of people present.  We look forward to the future.”
3. Correspondence:  Letter received from Clyde Atkins was read, thanking the EMS department for saving his life.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Goossen to approve, with the addition of I. Audit, was seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Citizen Commentary:  There was none.
6. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Amos to remove item F for discussion was seconded and approved 5-0.  Questions were asked about hours worked, mileage, and time frame of report.  Martel has approved approximately 20 hours per week as appropriate, but will contact OEO to discuss adding detail to the monthly report.  Motion by Amos to approve OEO report, with comments, was seconded and approved 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve remainder of Consent Agenda was seconded and passed 5-0. 
7. Planning Commission Report:  Due to Goossen’s absence from the meeting, Jim Walworth reported that the Commission continues review of the Agriculture Zone (Ag Zone) and expects them to reach final version within the next few meetings.
8. Discussion/Action:
A.  Elk Rapids Schools Tax Collection Contract:  Motion by Schultz to accept was seconded and passed 5-0.
B. Metro Act Right of Way Permit Extension:  After brief discussion it was decided to table this item to allow the treasurer time for further investigation.
C. R1, R2 and R3 Zoning Ordinance Amendment:  Walworth explained there were minimal changes.  Because of the difficulty in defining “Family”, the ordinance was changed to read “unit dwelling”.  Also, building height was changed to not exceed 35 feet.  Motion by Goossen to approve Version 8 of Ordinance No 01-2014 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  The clerk will contact the Planner to have new language incorporated into the ordinance and will arrange for a summary to be published.
D. Policy: Solicitations and Gifts:  Review of Martel’s sample Policy indicated more work is needed regarding solicited and unsolicited donations.  He will continue to work on a sample for the Board to review.
E. Phragmites Ordinance:  For ease in reading, Martel combined the original Ordinance 02-2009 with the approved amendment 03-2011 to create one document.  The question is are Phragmites donations a solicitation??
F. Limited ALS:  Discussion of a potential move to Limited ALS for the township.  Motion by Goossen to approve the submission of the plan for LALS, with final Board approval prior to implementing the plan once approved by the State, no sooner than 60 days, was seconded and passed 3-2, roll call vote, with Amos and Schultz casting the nay votes.
G. EMS Privatization Bids-How to proceed:  After discussion, it was decided Martel would contact the 3 bidding companies to set up dates for presentations to the Board and community.  Those presentations will be Noticed in the newspaper, on our website @ torchlaketownship.org and via our community email system.
H. AGM PUD:  In rewriting the PUD application, A-Ga-Ming had questioned the use of “in close proximity to the PUD”, concerned that it exceeded the language of the ordinance, but as it was approved by the Board, they have no problem with it being included.  Concerns regarding weddings on Sunday, golf as a permitted use and a date for the pre season meeting were addressed.  The Motion by Goossen to approve the recommendations to add weddings on Sunday, golfing as one of the permitted uses and a specific date for the pre-season meeting to the PUD application was seconded and passed 5-0.
I. Audit:  It is time to renew the contract for an auditing company.  Martel will pursue getting bids, while also working on the budget and the EMS presentations.
9. Citizen Commentary:  Knoechel commented that AT&T needs right-of-way, as they are used within the township.
Spencer stated that his land line was AT& T.
10.    Board Commentary:  Schultz commented on the passing of Josephine Russell just 15 days prior to her 102nd birthday.  Windiate reminded Elk Rapids School voters of the election February 25th.
11. With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:43 PM.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.


Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk




