


TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

APPROVED DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGAS PREPARED 5-0
AUGUST 16, 2016
COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Goossen, Amos and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  10

A. REPEATING AGENDA:
1. Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of July 19, 2016 with additions was seconded and passed 5-0.  At the end of item D. 1, add “Public comments were recorded by Christine Olsen, Recording Secretary and are available at the Clerk’s office and on the township website, torchlaketownship.org.”
3. Correspondence, etc.   An email received from Maryanne Jorgensen was read into the record.  Her comments related to the public access (es) at the end of Bay Colony Road.  They are so overgrown that no one likely knows where they are.  With work at the Day Park and discussion of other public boat launch sites, she feels this is an ideal time to move forward with final determination of other public water accesses.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Martel to approve was seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Citizen Commentary:  1. Sheriff Bean submitted the 2015 Annual Report.  He discussed the July 4th week-end on the Torch Lake sandbar.  He felt it went rather well.  It was a combined effort of 5 different departments, including State Police, Antrim and Kalkaska Sheriffs, DNR and the Parks department.  2. Deb Graber commented that clearing the accesses at the end of Bay Colony would also be useful to the fire department.
B. CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion by Martel to approve minus the Clerk report was seconded and passed 5-0.  After explanation of one check for fire truck repair, the Motion by Martel to approve the Clerk report was seconded and passed 5-0.
C. SPECIAL REPORTS AGENDA:  Goossen reported the Planning Commission did not meet last week, so no report.
D. AGENDA FOR BOARD DISCUSSION:
1. Request for tennis courts at the Day Park:  Jack Hosmer was present representing several tennis players and other supporters asking the township to consider the construction of two tennis courts at the Day Park.  Suggested location and costs involved were discussed.  Martel felt that safety at the Day Park was his first priority and would like to complete those projects at the park first.  Barnes Park was suggested as an alternative location as it is so much larger than the Day Park.  The consensus of the Board was to keep this idea open for further consideration.
2. Municipal Civil Infraction Update:  Because the Zoning Ordinance already included Section 22.01 referencing Municipal Civil Infractions, and because the Board passed a Municipal Civil Infraction Police Ordinance, it may be possible that the two items will need to be blended into one.  Martel is consulting with MTA as well as with Township attorney as to how to proceed with this matter.
3. ZBA Pat Keelan:  Mr. Keelan has submitted his letter or resignation from the ZBA, effective immediately.  Dave Barr will conduct meetings until new officers are elected and alternate Mark Jakubiak will move to the Board.  Motion by Martel to accept Mr. Keelan’s letter of resignation is seconded and passed 5-0.  After 16 ½ years of service, Mr. Keelan will be greatly missed.
4. PC Jim King:  Mr. King has submitted a verbal resignation from the Planning Commission, effective immediately.  Motion by Martel to accept the resignation of Mr. King was seconded and passed 5-0.  Mr. King has served for 11 ½ years on the PC.  He too will be greatly missed!
5. Recommendation to hire Mathew Gerkin as Ordinance Enforcement Officer:  Motion by Schultz to hire Mr. Gerkin as OEO was seconded and passed 5-0, pending standard back ground check.  
6. Recommendation to appoint Rick Martel as ZBA alternate:  After discussion of Mr. Martel’s letter of introduction to the Board, discussion lead to the situation with ZBA and Planning Commission and the need for replacements.  It was decided to postpone any appointments at this time until we have the opportunity to advertise in the paper and on our website for the current vacancies.
7. Recommendation for PC regarding decks, walkways, etc:  Discussion of the memo prepared my Martel, dated August 16, 2016.  Motion by Goossen to change verbiage and send back to the Planning Commission was seconded and passed 5-0.  In heading, change “Recommendations” to “Suggestions”.
8. Recommendation to PC –OHWM use:  After discussion of the two different numbers that have been used to measure the high water mark, the Motion by Schultz to return to the DNR High Water Mark number was seconded and passed 5-0.
9. Boat Launch Discussion:  Reminder the launch will be closed beginning September 12th when repair of the ramp will begin.  It is expected to take approximately two weeks to complete the work.
10. Citizen Commentary:  There was none.
11. Board Commentary:  Schultz would like to recognize our resigning Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals members and thank them for their years of service.  Mr. Goossen thanked the Board for all their support during his term as trustee and would like to be considered for an appointment to the Planning Commission.  
12. With no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
  


Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk 



