 TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


APPROVED DRAFT MINUTES OF TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 5-0 WITH CORRECTIONS
AUGUST 18, 2020
A-GA-MING GOLF RESORT
KEWADIN, MICHIGAN

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Cook, Petersen and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  +/- 30

A. REPEATING AGENDA:
1. Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Martel to Re-Approve the Minutes of July 13, 2020 Special Board Meeting with no additional corrections was seconded and passed 5-0.  Include attachments from Schultz, Martel and Cook.  Motion by Cook to approve the Minutes of July 21, 2020 with corrections was seconded and passed 5-0. Correct the spelling of Virginia Hopkins to Hawkins throughout.  In item B, line two change the amount shown of $26,242.60 to $8,832.  This represents April, May and June.
4. Correspondence, etc.:  1. Clerk gave FOIA Report for July and August, with a total of 5 requests, all of which have been completed.  August 4, 2020 election numbers included 199 voters in the precinct and 426 voting absentee for a total of 625 voters.  2. Schultz read an email received from Deana Jerdee of Paddle Antrim thanking us for our support of the Chain of Lakes Water Trail.  She will be invoicing us for our portion of the cost for signs.
 3. Martel announced that the Sheriff would like the townships to begin working on a Fireworks Ordinance after 124 complaints over the 4th of July.
5. Agenda Content: Motion by Cook to approve addition of items:  7. Zoning Administrator addendum, 8. Day Park Ordinance, 9. Collection of Boat Launch fees was seconded and passed 5-0.
6. Citizen Commentary:  1. Mr. Frank Wilhelme presented the Board with a petition signed by 260 petitioners, asking the Board to direct the Zoning Administrator to enforce the Township’s R1 residential zoning ordinance as it pertains to the operation of a gun range, which is not a permitted use in R1 zones.  This petition is NOT about the right to bear arms but rather about enforcement of the township’s R1 Zoning Ordinance.  He goes on by stating the group is not opposed to gun ranges per se, but believes they belong in areas such as agricultural land not in proximity to residential areas.  This matter has been on the Board Agenda several times over the past year.  The petitioners wish to know how the Board plans to respond to their concerns and the timeframe in which it plans to act.  Let the Minutes show the Board’s acceptance of these signatures. 2. Rita Service states that as elected officials you represent the people of the community. 3.  Dave Barr states that paving of US 31 between Campbell Road and Barnes is scheduled to begin the day after Labor Day. 4. See next item, B. Consent Agenda.
B. CONSENT AGENDA: The Zoning Administrator Report is removed for discussion; all others are accepted as prepared. Cook asked 	for update on the Templin property, etc. Graber gave an update on situations in the Township, such as blight, A-Ga-Ming construction, new owners at the airport, new owners of Peterson’s restaurant, The Inn in the Village for sale, trailer being removed and a house torn down in Eastport.  We now have access to the Sec of State license plate lookup and she was able to ticket a motorhome parked overnight in the Day Park trailer lot. She has asked the BOARD Treasurer to create a line item in accounting for Day Park Violations.  She needs the Clerk to update the Fee Schedule.  Motion by Cook to approve Zoning Administrator Report is seconded and passed 5-0.
C. SPECIAL REPORTS AGENDA:  Mr. Petersen reported that an Ordinance change in the Ag Zone that would allow farm worker housing has been sent to the County for their comments before action by the Board.  An application for development at A-GA-MING PUD has been received.
D. BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION:
1. Location for next month’s meeting: The Board is currently unsure where the meeting will be held.  It might be at A-GA-MING again or perhaps a virtual meeting. Details to follow.
2. AA and Al-Anon meetings:  AA has been meeting at the Day Park, but with the weather changing, the question is can we allow them back at the CSB with the same restrictions we have been following?  No more than 10 people, taking temperature, etc.  No formal action taken at this time.
3. Clerk Assistant:  The Clerk explained that the administrative assistant has not been working since March due to Covid and likely will not return.  The Clerk is asking for permission to add a different person to fill that position.  She reminds the Board that the Assistant can be used by anyone who needs help with filing, etc.  The Board has no problem with a new assistant, as the budget has been set and has not been used since April.
4. TAA Meetings:  Mr. Cook and MS Schultz have been attending committee meetings since 2018 while the township made the transition to ALS.  As we have now obtained our ALS certification, there is no longer a need for this committee.  The Motion by Cook to eliminate the TAA/TLTA Standing Committee and moved it to a General Committee was seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Planning Consultant:  Motion by Cook to accept the RFP document with changes to be initiated no later then Aug 25, 2020 in all available media with closure date of September 25, 2020 was seconded and passed 5-0.
6. Health Benefits:  Martel has questions about our Health Care benefits for family and would like to consult with our attorney to see if changes to the language need to be made.  No formal action taken.
7. Zoning Administrator Job Description Addendum:  The Addendum dated July 21, 2020 is intended to provide guidelines for the protection of the Zoning Administrator when covering on-site potential zoning violations.  The Motion by Cook to approve the Addendum with changes was seconded and passed 5-0.  An updated copy will be presented for signatures by the Zoning Administrator and the Supervisor.
8. Day Park Ordinance:  Two changes to the William K. Good Day Park Ordinance have been suggested.  First, to add a launch fee of $5.00 for non-motorized watercraft.  Second, to add a “Smoking Prohibited” and other similar activities in the park amendment to the Ordinance.  The Motion by Petersen to approve Police Power Ordinance 2020-01 with the suggested additions was seconded and passed 5-0.  Ordinance will become effective 30 days after publication.
9. Collection of Boat Launch Fees:  The Motion by Cook was to authorize only the Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer to collect monies from the boat launch receipt box, at least 2 3 times per week during the boating season.  The Motion was seconded and approved 5-0.

E. FUTURE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:
1. Special Board Meeting August 19, 2020 at the Community Services Building at 6:00 PM. 
2. Regular Board Meeting September 15, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
3. Planning Commission Tuesday September 8, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
4. Zoning Board of Appeals:  No September Meeting.

F. CITIZEN COMMENTARY:  Sue Sarin had comments about boat launch fee collections; MS Feutz (sp) had comments about how busy the Day Park is and the fact that township residents, who pay taxes, can’t get in the park because its closed, at full capacity with visitors from everywhere else.

G.  BOARD COMMENTARY:  After researching the contract, Bob Cook okayed the check to JustUs.  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate
Township Clerk
