MINUTES OF AUGUST 15, 2006 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel           Audience: 16 +/-

Absent:  None

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes of July 18 and 24, 2006 meetings were approved by motions of Schultz and Parker, which were seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence was presented from the Elk Rapids Village Manager re the Summer Recycling Survey; Chairman A. Martel of the Soil Erosion Ordinance Sub-Committee of the County Planning Commission; Larry Sullivan, Planning Consultant, regarding the Draft Land Use Plan; and Joe Meyers, County Associate Planner, regarding Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

4. Agenda accepted.

5. Citizen Commentary: None.

6. Consent Agenda consisting of monthly expenditures and reports from the Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, EMS, Fire and E911 Central Dispatch was approved by motion of Parker, seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items: Planning Commission report from Parker; County Planning Commission Report from Martel; report by Spencer on mailing of Fire and EMS employee wage survey to 9 nearby townships; need persons interested in serving on various township committees & commissions; call 533 8363 to make an appointment for the Household Hazardous Waste Collections scheduled for Sept. 9 and Oct. 7; weekly rental survey report from Parker.  Citizens are asked to notify the clerk if they observe any of the street lights out during night hours.

8. Board Discussion/Action Items: (A.1) Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0 to accept the recommendation of the Fire Dept. and offer employment to Wm. Everett as a probationary fireman.  (A.2) Motion by Parker to offer EMS Dept. employment to Dawn Bachi and motion by Schultz to offer EMS Dept. employment to Cindi Teal, as recommended by the EMS Director.  Both motions were seconded and passed 5-0.  (B) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, to solicit persons interested in being candidates to serve on the proposed Audit Committee.  The committee will be compiled of two qualified township residents, who will be selected by the board, and the two board trustees.  (C) Information on the position and duties of Constable was shared and discussed.  Motion by Martel to eliminate the position of Constable and turn Liquor Enforcement duties and monies over to the Sheriff’s Department failed for lack of a second.  No decision was made as to whether the board will appoint a person to complete the current term of Constable, leave the position vacant until the Nov. 2008 election, or eliminate the position of Constable.  (D) Re township roads, Spencer reported on meeting with Burt Thompson of the Road Commission, commented on past road activity and future road needs.  Discussion followed.  (E) The proposed new Public Safety Building site was
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discussed.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed by roll call vote 5-0, that the San Marino location be designated as the location for the new Public Safety Building.  (F) Motion by Martel that the request for a Resolution placing a moratorium on commercial development be returned to the Planning Commission for review so that any future notice of public hearing wording is the same as the Resolution that is proposed was seconded and passed 5-0. (G) The Planning Commission’s request for authorization to release the Draft Land Use Plan for governmental, utility and railroad company review was discussed.  Motion by Martel to not authorize the release until after the 9/26 informational meeting failed for lack of a second.  Motion by Leech for the Board to assert it’s right and desire to approve or reject the content of a Draft Land Use Plan was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to authorize the release of the Draft Land Use Plan for governmental, utility, railroad company and County Planning Commission review was seconded and passed 4-1 with Martel casting the dissenting vote. (8H) A Board planning/goal setting meeting was discussed.  A special meeting may be held at a later date. 

9. Board member commentary:  The MTA County Chapter meeting will be Tuesday, August 29, at 7:30 p.m. at Milton Twp. Hall with Dave Bertram as a guest speaker.  Spencer explained reason for preferring not to make motions.  Update of township roads map was discussed.

10. Citizen commentary: None.

11. The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

